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Cultural Diversity Week 
About 

Victoria is known for its multiculturalism. Victorian citizens come from more than 200 countries, speak 260 

languages and follow 135 different faiths. Cultural diversity is one of Victoria’s greatest assets.  

Schools play a critical role in strengthening multicultural inclusion in our community by providing an 

environment where acceptance of diversity, knowledge of other cultures and an understanding of global and 

local issues can be developed. 

By providing a safe, inclusive and welcoming classroom environment, teachers can also help students feel a 

sense of belonging and connection – to their school, their community and to Victoria. 

There are many ways teachers and schools can help foster community harmony and encourage positive 

attitudes towards cultural diversity. This kit is designed to provide some inspiration and assistance to help your 

school bring diversity to life in the classroom. 

We are also welcoming all schools to submit an entry in our multicultural film festival. We hope this kit can act 

as the starting ground for your film development. We have included activities to start the conversation and 

explore topics that may interest your students to develop their films. We are excited to see how your students 

will interpret diversity and multiculturalism and bring it to life in their films.   

The Victorian Multicultural Commission acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people as the 

Traditional Custodians of the land and acknowledges and pays respect to their Elders, past and present. 
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Welcome from the Chairperson 

Cultural Diversity Week is an opportunity for us to recognise the many cultures and communities that shape 

our great state. It is about bringing people together to celebrate our diversity and to spark our curiosity about 

cultures and each other. The role of teachers is especially important to help our young people develop the 

ideas and perspectives that will help determine how they shape the world of tomorrow. 

That is why I am very excited to present the Victorian Multicultural Commission’s Teachers’ Resource Kit for 

Cultural Diversity Week 2021. This year, the week’s theme is “What does multicultural Victoria look like in 

2030?”. This theme looks to spark constructive conversations and envision the future of Victorian 

multiculturalism. It also acknowledges the important role young people can play in positively influencing our 

multicultural state.  

I am also excited to invite you to participate in our Multicultural Film Festival. We’re asking students from 

primary and secondary schools to produce short films on cultural diversity and multiculturalism.  

Students can enter as individuals or groups, so I encourage you to explore what inspirational films could come 

out of your classroom. I hope this Kit provides you with inspiration to bring cultural diversity to life in your 

school and to celebrate your students’ cultural heritage. 

Thank you for your ongoing support of our multicultural community and for the very important role you play 

in the lives of young Victorians. 

 

Vivienne Nguyen 

Chairperson  

Victorian Multicultural Commission 

  



 

 

Start a discussion about cultural diversity 

Ideas for classroom discussion 

The following prompts can be linked to the Victorian Curriculum: F-10 Intercultural Capability. The Intercultural 

Capability curriculum can be used to create discussion plans suited to primary or secondary settings. 

• Invite a local author, community leader or historian from Victoria’s multicultural community to 

speak or do a presentation at your school. 

• Ask the students to discuss the different multicultural businesses there are in the community and 

interview the local business owners (could ask the business owners how they create an inclusive 

environment for employees and customers). 

• Ask students to guess the cultural diversity of their area and use the ABS Census stats to show 

their guesses compared to the stats. 

• Facilitate a discussion with students on diversity, differences and similarities, and belonging. 

Potential questions for discussion:  

o What does diversity mean? 

o What are our differences? What similarities do we share? 

o Why is diversity important in a community? 

o What are some ways we feel different and how can we celebrate these differences in our 

community? 

o How can a person feel a sense of belonging? 

• Challenge students to think about ways they have felt different in the past. This can be a class 

discussion or among pairs who can talk about one way you feel different, special or unique. 

Maybe they speak another language, their family enjoys a particular type of food or they 

celebrate a particular tradition.  

• As a class, discuss why it is important to have lots of different kinds of people in a class 

community. What would be the disadvantages if everyone in the class were the same? Why do 

you think difference is important? 

 

 

https://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/intercultural-capability/introduction/rationale-and-aims


 

 

Meet and greet 

• Ask students to research and come up with the word(s) for ‘hello’ in as many different languages 

as possible and then discuss the culture(s) where each language is spoken. 

• Set up a ‘meet and greet’ arrangement so that all the students get an opportunity to introduce 

their name and cultural background. 

• Ask the students to identify similarities and differences where two or more students share a 

cultural heritage. Could also do this activity with two or more students with different cultural 

heritage. 

• Play a game of human bingo including a few multicultural facts   

• Encourage the students to identify and share what they think their cultural heritage and identity 

means e.g. customs for celebrating birthdays, traditions on special holidays, traditions around 

names, etc.  

• Parents/guardians and grandparents could also be included in this exercise. 

Draw your family tree  

• Provide a simple family tree template and ask the students to fill in their family tree with the 

help of a parent/guardian or grandparent. Ensure that the students add the countries in which 

the family members were born to help show the lineage. 

• The family trees could be displayed on a classroom wall or noticeboard. 

What’s in a name?  

• Ask students to share the origins of their name. Students can either ask their families for this 

information or do research on the internet in the classroom where possible. 

• You could also explore what the names mean and ask students to share this with the class. 

• You could invite a guest from the community who writes in another language to write the 

students’ names for them as a keepsake.  

  



 

 

Share your multicultural story  

• Ask students to research their own cultural heritage by speaking to parents, grandparents and 

other family members. 

• Encourage students to either write or deliver a brief presentation about their multicultural story. 

Show and tell 

• Ask students to bring in an item from home that has a special cultural significance or heritage. 

Share the story of this item, encouraging students to explain why it is important to their family or 

tradition. 

Other Activities 

• Read a book to younger children on traditions around the world i.e. Throw your tooth on the 

roof: tooth traditions from around the world by Selby Beeler (available at LMERC) 

• Display a range of culturally diverse picture books, chapter books and novels in the school library 

or classrooms. Recent titles for middle secondary include F Team by Rawah Arja.  

• Use the Department of Education and Training’s Student Leaders for Multicultural Inclusion 

resource to empower students take the lead on identifying opportunities and implementing ideas 

to strengthen intercultural understanding and celebrate diversity in your school. To access the 

Student Leaders for Multicultural Inclusion resource visit Multicultural education programs and 

resources on the Department of Education and Training website.  

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/multicultural/Pages/multidepth.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/multicultural/Pages/multidepth.aspx


 

 

Multicultural Film Festival – Schools 
In celebration of Victoria’s rich diversity, the Multicultural Film Festival calls on budding young filmmakers to 

produce a short film that explores cultural diversity and multiculturalism.  

The Victorian Multicultural Commission invites students from Prep to Year 12 to produce a short film 

individually or in a group. 

Topic 

The aim of the Film Festival is to start a conversation about Victoria’s cultural diversity, the things that make us 

different and the things that make us similar. This year we are interested to see how students interpret the 

meaning of cultural diversity and multiculturalism to connect with audiences.  

Original interpretations of what it means to be multicultural are encouraged. This could include personal 

stories of the filmmaker, their friends, family or a community member. Films can also explore the difference 

and distinction that is inherent in the cultural and ethnic diversity of the Australian populace. 

You can use the above activities as a starting point for the conversation to create the film.  

Additional ideas include:  

• Ask students to interview their parents about their cultural background and favourite things, 

which they can then turn into a scrapbook and share with the class and on camera.  

• Identify opportunities to explore what it means to be different but also what makes us similar 

through the lens of sport, art, fashion, film, music or books, or all the above.  

• Ask students to bring in an item of traditional or ceremonial dress that represents their culture 

or showcase a dance or tradition from their culture.  

• Learn about stories, traditions, and faiths from around the world. 

  



 

 

Types of film 

Students are invited to produce any type of film they feel will best reflect the theme. Some ideas are: 

• Fiction 

• Documentary 

• Direct-to-camera interviews 

• Community-service announcement 

• Animation or stop motion 

• Music video 

Film requirements 

Films can be recorded on a smartphone, tablet or camera. The film will need to be a .MP4 or .MOV file. There 

is no minimum length but the maximum length is 12 minutes. The film must have been made specifically for 

this competition.  

Resources to support teachers and students develop media productions 

The Foundation-10 Media Arts Victorian Curriculum has information to support teachers and students to 

develop media productions. 

Examples of easy-to-use and free film editing software 

• Windows Movie Maker (desktop program for PC and Mac) 

• iMovie (desktop program Mac and mobile app for iPhones) 

• Movavi (desktop program PC and Mac, and mobile app for Android and iPhone 

• Adobe Premier Clip (free mobile app for Android and iPhone) 

• Adobe Premier Pro (free 7-day trial, subscription-based desktop program for PC and Mac) 

Winning films from previous years 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLKMWHU5SuOmnQcTw8TGiUSywlDhKADDJB 

  

https://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/the-arts/media-arts/curriculum/f-10
https://www.windows-movie-maker.org/
https://www.movavi.com/
http://www.adobe.com/au/products/premiere-clip.html
http://www.adobe.com/products/premiere/free-trial-download.html
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLKMWHU5SuOmnQcTw8TGiUSywlDhKADDJB


 

 

Categories  

The competition is broken down into four categories: 

• Young Film Makers Category 1 (Prep - Grade 3) 

• Young Film Makers Category 2 (Grade 4 – Grade 6) 

• Young Film Makers Category 3 (Year 7-10) 

• Young Film Makers Category 4 (Year 11-12) 

Students from different age categories can collaborate, however the film will need to be submitted in the 

highest relevant age category (e.g. if students from grade 2 and 4 develop a film together, the film will be 

submitted in category 2). 

Key dates 

Multicultural Film Festival submissions open w/c 21 March 2021  

Multicultural Film Festival submissions close 20 June 2021 

Successful entrants notified July 2021 

Winner’s Presentation Ceremony at Multicultural Film Festival August 2021 

Prizes 

Prizes for the winners for each category will be announced shortly. 

Winning films will be announced and screened at a presentation ceremony as part of the Multicultural Film 

Festival in August. Successful students, their teachers and families will be invited to attend the ceremony.   

  



 

 

How to enter 

Step 1. Go to www.multiculturalcommission.vic.gov.au/multicultural-film-festival-schools 

Step 2. Click on the ‘Submit on Film Freeway’ button. You will need to set up an account on Film Freeway to 

upload your submission. 

Step 3. Complete the submission form and upload the film. You will be sent a confirmation email once your 

submission is complete.  

Contact 
If you have any issues with submitting your film, please contact the Strategic Communications and Events team 

at culturaldiversityweek@vmc.vic.gov.au 

  

http://www.multiculturalcommission.vic.gov.au/multicultural-film-festival-schools
mailto:culturaldiversityweek@vmc.vic.gov.au


 

 

Information about multiculturalism in Victoria 
• At the 2016 Census, the total population of Victoria was 5,926,624 persons. Of these 5.9 million 

people, 28.3 per cent were born overseas in more than 200 countries.1 

• Nearly half of all Victorians, 49.1 per cent, were born overseas or had at least one parent who 

was born overseas.2 

• 26 per cent of Victorians indicated they spoke a language other than English at home and 59 per 

cent followed more than 130 different faiths.3 

• Between the 2011 and 2016 Census, the Victorian population has grown by more than 572,585 

people or by 10.7 per cent.4  

• In the year ending 30 June 2017, net overseas migration to Victoria increased by 23 per cent.5 

• Victoria continues to attract migrants from all over the world, contributing to an increasingly 

multicultural society.6 

• Migrants, whether they have come by choice or necessity, make a significant contribution to 

Victoria’s economic, social and cultural fabric.7 

• Since World War II, over 7.5 million people have made Australia their home.8 

• Of these, over 800,000 have been refugees and humanitarian entrants from a diverse range of 

countries.  

• The Multicultural Youth Advocacy Network Australia completed a status report and national study 

of young people from migrant and refugee backgrounds in 2017/18 and found that young 

people from diverse backgrounds feel a strong sense of belonging in Australia, despite 

experiencing concerning rates of racial discrimination.9 

 
1 Australian Bureau of Statistics, ‘2016 Census: Victoria’, viewed 5 January 2018, 
http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/mediareleasesbyReleaseDate/C508DD213FD43EA7CA25814
8000C6BBE?OpenDocument 
2 State Government of Victoria, ‘Victoria’s Diverse Population’, viewed 5 January 2018, 
https://www.multicultural.vic.gov.au/images/2017/2016-Census-DPC-Victorias-Diverse-Population-
brochure.pdf 
3 Ibid 
4 Ibid 
5 Australian Bureau of Statistics, ‘Australian Demographic Statistics, Jun 2017’, viewed 5 January 2018, 
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats%5Cabs@.nsf/mediareleasesbyCatalogue/CA1999BAEAA1A86ACA2576510
0098A47?Opendocument 
6 Ibid 
7 Cultural Diversity: the benefits of business, Scanlon Foundation Factsheet 2013 
8 Ibid 
9 https://myan.org.au/reports-publications/multicultural-youth-australia-census-status-report-2017-2018/ 

http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/mediareleasesbyReleaseDate/C508DD213FD43EA7CA258148000C6BBE?OpenDocument
http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/mediareleasesbyReleaseDate/C508DD213FD43EA7CA258148000C6BBE?OpenDocument
https://www.multicultural.vic.gov.au/images/2017/2016-Census-DPC-Victorias-Diverse-Population-brochure.pdf
https://www.multicultural.vic.gov.au/images/2017/2016-Census-DPC-Victorias-Diverse-Population-brochure.pdf
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats%5Cabs@.nsf/mediareleasesbyCatalogue/CA1999BAEAA1A86ACA25765100098A47?Opendocument
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats%5Cabs@.nsf/mediareleasesbyCatalogue/CA1999BAEAA1A86ACA25765100098A47?Opendocument
https://myan.org.au/reports-publications/multicultural-youth-australia-census-status-report-2017-2018/


 

 

Additional resources 
 

• Department of Education and Training  

o Multicultural Education Programs and Resources 

o Languages and Multicultural Education Resource Centre (LMERC) 

o Koorie Teaching Resources 

o Annual Events – celebrating cultural diversity 

o FUSE: Intercultural Capability resources 

o Bully Stoppers: Racist Bullying 

o Talking in Tune: A guide to working with interpreters in schools 

o Poster- Speaking in home language is the best way to help your child 

succeed 

 

• Victorian Curriculum Assessment Authority (VCAA)  

o Intercultural Capability - Introduction and Curriculum 

o Intercultural Capabilities- Find a teaching resource 

o Teacher Guide- Navigating intercultural issues in the classroom 

o Poster- How do we talk about culture in the classroom 

o Aboriginal Languages and Cultures Victoria 
 

• Centre for Multicultural Youth (CMY)  

o Education Programs 

o Schools Standing up to Racism 

 

• Foundation House  

o Schools Program 

o Schools In For Refugees 
 

• Courage to Care  

o Schools Program 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/multicultural/Pages/multidepth.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/multicultural/Pages/lmerc.aspx?Redirect=1
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/multicultural/Pages/koorieresources.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/multicultural/Pages/multidepth.aspx#link84
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/Search/Results?AssociatedPackageId=&QueryText=intercultural+capability&SearchScope=All
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/bullystoppers/Pages/racistbullying.aspx
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/ResourcePackage/LandingPage?ObjectId=429789ca-0171-4ef8-ad31-5bf5e1476870&SearchScope=All
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/languages/SpeakLangBest3.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/languages/SpeakLangBest3.pdf
https://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/intercultural-capability/introduction/rationale-and-aims
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.vcaa.vic.edu.au_curriculum_foundation-2D10_resources_intercultural-2Dcapability_Pages_Help-2Dme-2Dfind-2Da-2Dteaching-2Dresource.aspx&d=DwMFAg&c=JnBkUqWXzx2bz-3a05d47Q&r=jtiQzcGpeGUIUF7gkcejY2DrLOPzXbldAZ2ofaP2cIQ&m=x6X244yopspTwtMmcTceooa5syJEmbUHvtfZQ4N5CIU&s=lbBwJ9MKo3W30x_5iH9L9yz2rnB_o2xLETNoAAolTls&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.vcaa.vic.edu.au_Documents_viccurric_intcult_Teacher-2520Guide-2520Navigating-2520Intercultural-2520Issues.pdf&d=DwMFAg&c=JnBkUqWXzx2bz-3a05d47Q&r=jtiQzcGpeGUIUF7gkcejY2DrLOPzXbldAZ2ofaP2cIQ&m=x6X244yopspTwtMmcTceooa5syJEmbUHvtfZQ4N5CIU&s=VVBrpAabyb8e55dgJiETUYS2pPIcvLYIshSp1I9q73Y&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.vcaa.vic.edu.au_Documents_viccurric_intcult_Poster-2520primary-2520A3-2520How-2520do-2520we-2520talk-2520about-2520culture.pdf&d=DwMFAg&c=JnBkUqWXzx2bz-3a05d47Q&r=jtiQzcGpeGUIUF7gkcejY2DrLOPzXbldAZ2ofaP2cIQ&m=x6X244yopspTwtMmcTceooa5syJEmbUHvtfZQ4N5CIU&s=DH4h8wacowQ_eSaomTV6q1SwQ9OGekKGCQbo_Z5YTek&e=
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/foundation-10/aboriginal-languages-and-cultures-victoria/Pages/resources_langteams_teachers.aspx
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.cmy.net.au_organisations-2Dbusinesses_education_&d=DwMFAg&c=JnBkUqWXzx2bz-3a05d47Q&r=jtiQzcGpeGUIUF7gkcejY2DrLOPzXbldAZ2ofaP2cIQ&m=x6X244yopspTwtMmcTceooa5syJEmbUHvtfZQ4N5CIU&s=5j08dhs3szuMkjMuQY8Q3g0ja3rV974Zo7qux92ddjY&e=
https://www.cmy.net.au/schools-standing-up-to-racism/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__foundationhouse.org.au_specialised-2Dprograms_schools_&d=DwMFAg&c=JnBkUqWXzx2bz-3a05d47Q&r=jtiQzcGpeGUIUF7gkcejY2DrLOPzXbldAZ2ofaP2cIQ&m=x6X244yopspTwtMmcTceooa5syJEmbUHvtfZQ4N5CIU&s=5hlDGSNAczF8DgCTgGaMylMUf4TbFuguOokYmyN13wc&e=
https://sifr.foundationhouse.org.au/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__couragetocare.org.au_our-2Dprogram_schools-2Dprogram_&d=DwMFAg&c=JnBkUqWXzx2bz-3a05d47Q&r=jtiQzcGpeGUIUF7gkcejY2DrLOPzXbldAZ2ofaP2cIQ&m=x6X244yopspTwtMmcTceooa5syJEmbUHvtfZQ4N5CIU&s=tZcOLUVcqi5F7eek7Q9ftmUZrfTXBnGdqGRoRp3Vl80&e=


 

 

• Other sources 

o NCACL Cultural Diversity Database - NCACL  

o Identity and belonging - Immigration Museum (museumsvictoria.com.au) 

o Welcome | SBS Learn 

o Reading Australia - Teacher resources related to a diverse range of 

Australian literature 

o Multicultural Museums Victoria 

 

 

 

https://www.ncacl.org.au/ncacl-cultural-diversity-database/
https://museumsvictoria.com.au/immigrationmuseum/learning/school-programs-and-resources/identity-and-belonging/
https://www.sbs.com.au/learn/welcome-to-sbs-learn#:~:text=Our%20most%20popular%20teacher%20resources%201%20NAIDOC%20Week,on%20NITV%20documentary,%20Occupation:%20Native)%20More%20items...
https://readingaustralia.com.au/
http://mmv.org.au/

